
These Guys Are Good!!
The MatStats guys explore the “Upon Further Review” 

element that has become part of our sport.  Along with our 
special guest, Mike McCormick (NCAA Coordinator of 
Officials and former NCAA Official), we do statistical 

analysis of the NCAA Men’s D1 Championships from 2021 to 

2026.
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The MatStats Show is Here to Create a 
Library of Statistical Analysis for the NWCA.

• Mike Moyer, the Executive Director of the NWCA, approached 
the MatStats gang to create a library of statistical analysis for 
the NWCA.

• This is an effort to help grow the sport and educate the 
wrestlers, coaches, and fans.

• When MatStats was created in 2020 (book) and 2021 (monthly 
show), there was a serious need for statistical analysis.

Why do the guys at MatStats do their show?
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The Opinions Expressed on this show do not necessarily reflect 
any policies or opinions of the NWCA.  Also, the MatStats guys do 

not always agree on all things discussed on their shows.

• MatStats is a subsidiary of the NWCA but is a separate entity that voices its 
own opinions on its statistical analysis.  

• MatStats three hosts, Gormley, Bryant, and Hazard are all equally 
responsible for all the good outcomes.  Gormley for the bad feedback.

• Gormley writes the Power Points and selects the topics.  Gormley uses the 
term MatStats often, but many times it is Gormley’s opinion alone.

• Gormley does the stats work and then the three hosts & occasionally guests 
brainstorm about Gormley’s findings and ideas.

• MatStats is designed to have educated thoughts and opinions to help the 
world’s oldest and greatest sport.

• Wrestling is all about settling disagreements.  The hosts are too old to settle 
these disagreements on the mat.  

• Sometimes we agree, sometimes we disagree.  It makes the world go round.
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MatStats is based on numbers, stats, and 
analysis.  It starts with facts not opinions.

• MatStats is a numbers show.

• Thus, the name MatStats.  Not MatOpinions.

• Gorms was remiss not explaining this from the get-go.  
Gorms lives in a numbers world and is starting to get 
the feeling not everyone does lol.

• Feedback from the Tribe alumni during this show has 
made Gorms realize he needs to address this and try 
to educate people with numbers.  Thank you, Dr. 
Powell, for one of your texts.

How is MatStats different than most shows we see on TV/Internet in today’s world?
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Number of College Wrestling Teams

•Gorms, can you tell the viewers the 
number of college teams?

•NCAA, NAIA, NCWA, NJCAA, 3C2A?

•Men & Women?
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As of 8/23/26, almost a third (31.6%) of all 
NCAA wrestling teams are women’s teams.

Category Men Women Total

NCAA 290 134 424

NAIA 78 57 135

NCWA 125 81 206

Total 4-Year 493 272 765

Note – The NCWA number here does not include 9 trade/juco teams nor the 4 transitioning to the NCAA.  

It does include the 5 Puerto Rico schools.  If we count Canada, we should count PR.

How many 4-year collegiate teams are there in the 3 wrestling organizations?
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As of 8/23/26, there are 159 Junior College & 
Community Colleges with wrestling teams.

JUCO Men Women Total

NJCAA 71 43 114

3C2A 24 21 45

Total 95 64 159

There are 4 Championships on this level and 5 team champions.  The NJCAA has a scholarship team 

Champion and a non-scholarship team champion on the men’s side.

How many JUCO wrestling teams are there in the USA?
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Updates “On A Clear Day, You Can See 
College Athletics.”

•Gorms, could you give us a quick update 
on some major events that we dealt with 
in our 3-part series, “On A Clear Day, You 

Can See College Athletics.”
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In the 2026 Football season the estimated NIL 
payouts for the Big 10 schools that have 

wrestling teams is $334.8 Million (14 schools).

Rank School
FB NIL ($ Million) 

Estimated Rank School
FB NIL ($ Million) 

Estimated

1 Oregon 43.4 10 Wisconsin 21.8

2 The Ohio State 39.3 12 Rutgers 21.4

3 USC 35.2 13 Maryland 20.6

4 Indiana 33.1 14 Minnesota 20.4

5 Michigan 31.3 15 Illinois 19.3

6 Penn State 26.6 16 Iowa 18.8

7 UCLA 24.0 17 Purdue 18.6

8 Washington 23.8 18 Northwestern 18.1

9 Nebraska 23.7 Total 461.2

10 Michigan State 21.8 14 Wrestling Schools 334.8

Does MatStats have any data on Football NIL payouts in 2026-27 season that might affect wrestling teams.
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Eventually you run out of                  
someone else’s money.

• These numbers are estimates taken from 8/21/26 Buckeyes 
Wire derived from the website ‘The NIL Standard’.

• The exact numbers are not widely known.  They are Football 
NIL only.

• There is no way approximately $334.8 Million goes to Football 
NIL and the rest of the athletic department doesn’t suffer. 
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Episode # 58 - Topic

•What is this month’s topic?

•Why is it titled “These Guys Are 
Good!!”
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MatStats is analyzing the coaches’ challenges to 
provide the fans data on the ref's accuracy.

• Episode #58 is a statistical analysis on the coaches' challenges to the 
referee’s rulings in the NCAA Men’s D1 Championships from 2021-26.

• Essentially, we are reviewing the reviews and then the viewers can 
review MatStats reviewing the reviewers.

• MatStats is NOT suggesting the validity of rules, we are analyzing the 
reviews and the accuracy of the ref’s calls. 

• We are not grading any specific ref, but the group as a whole. 

What is the topic of this Episode?
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The data used in this episode was gathered from 
the NCAA Wrestling Referees report from the NCAA 

Men’s D1 Championships from 2021 to 2026.

• This month’s guest, Mike McCormick, compiled this data and gave it 
to MatStats for analysis.

• Mike is the current NCAA Coordinator of Officials.  He has officiated 
in 25 NCAA Men’s D1 Championships and worked the booth 4 times 
before becoming the coordinator.

• Mike is an alumni of Poquoson HS (3X State Champ) & UVA (2X ACC 
Placer).

• Mike is the son of legendary referee Dr Pat McCormick.  
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Reviews are such a big part of our lives, MatStats 
thought it was a needed topic for an Episode.

• The NFL opened Pandora’s Box in 1986 when they implemented 
reviews of referees' calls.  

• It has become such a big part of the Americana culture.

• Sometimes it seems the fans care more about evaluating the 
refs, than the games outcome.  

Why did MatStats decide to do the reviews as a topic?
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These Guys Are Good!!

• The title to this Episode comes from the statistical dive by MatStats 
on just how accurate the refs have been at the Men’s D1 NCAA 
Championships.

• Gorms borrowed this from the PGA tour PR group.  The PGA used this 
line to remind to the average high handicapper golfer how good the 
tour players are.

• This Episode shows the viewers just how good the refs are.  Gorms is 
reminding the wrestling fans that they could not do the ref’s job 
nearly as good as they are doing it.  

Why did MatStats select the name for this Episode?

Episode

58-16



Quick Explanation of the Review Process

• Mike, Thanks for being a guest on our MatStats 
Show.  

• Can you briefly explain the reviews to the fans?

• What does throwing a brick mean?  What 
happens once the brick is thrown?
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A premier NCAA Ref explains                    
the rules to the viewers.

•  
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Coaches Challenge vs Officials Review

• What is the difference between an officials 
review and a coach's challenge?

• What year the  NCAA Men’s D1 Championships 
did the officials review start?

• What year did the coaches challenge start at 
the NCAA Men’s D1 Championships?
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The referee’s essentially review themselves with 
ref's reviews.  The coaches' challenges are 

started by the coaches.  

• Officials’ Reviews (Referee’s review) started at  
the 2013 Men’s NCAA Tourney.

• Independent Reviews (Coaches Challenges) 
started at the 2019 Men’s NCAA Tourney.
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How Many Reviews Does Each School Get

• How many reviews does each school get?

• Do they get an additional review if they are 
correct and the call is overturned?
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Coaches number of reviews is based on how 
many wrestlers they have in the tourney.

Wrestlers Appeals

1 to 3 1

4 to 6 2

7 to 10 3

How many reviews does each coach get?

Episode

58-22

The coaches get their 

Challenge back if they

Win the challenge



What Can Be Reviewed?

• What is allowed to be reviewed?

• What is not allowed to be reviewed?

• If a team is out of challenges can another 
school not in the match have it reviewed?  The 

team title could be at stake.
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Everything but a pin is reviewable.  
Challenges must come from a ref or a coach on 

the mat with a wrestler in the match.

• Everything but a fall is reviewable.

• Yes, even stalling in theory.

• All challenges must come from the officials or a coach on the 
mat with a wrestler in the match.  There are NO 3rd party 
challenges.  
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Statistical Review of the Reviews

• Mike, Thanks for explaining the logistics of the 
reviews.

• Now it’s time to move from logistics to stats.  
That’s what we do at MatStats.

• Gorms, let’s hear about the statistical analysis 
you performed on the reviews.
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121 of the 489 Coaches’ Challenges from 
2021 to 2026 were changed.  368 confirmed.

Coaches 

Challenges 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

Confirmed 52 46 33 29 44 66 270

Stands 16 21 25 31 5 N/A 98

Changed 20 20 15 19 21 26 121

Total 88 87 73 79 70 92 489

How many coaches’ challenges were there from 2021 to 2026?  How many confirmed?  Overturned?
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From 2021 to 2026, 75.3% of the refs' calls were 
confirmed following coaches' challenges. 

Coaches Challenges 

Men’s D1 NCAA 

Championships  
2021-26 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

Upheld 68 67 58 60 49 66 368

Changed 20 20 15 19 21 26 121

Total 88 87 73 79 70 92 489

Upheld 77.3% 77.0% 79.5% 75.9% 70.0% 71.7% 75.3%

Changed 22.7% 23.0% 20.5% 24.1% 30.0% 28.3% 24.7%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

What percentage of the challenges were confirmed?  Overturned?
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Just How Good Are These Guys?

• Gorms, does this mean the refs are correct 
75.3% of the time with their calls?

• If so, that does not seem like they are really 
good.

• Please explain your analysis and logic.
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Not So Fast My Friend!

• The 75.3% accuracy is only for the 489 coaches’ challenges in 
the 3,659 (not counting defaults) matches we analyzed in the 
NCAA Men’s D1 Championships from 2021-26.

• In the stats world, we would call this a bias statistic.  A common 
error the layperson makes.

• We need to dive deeper into the data.  Fortunately, on Episodes 
#54 - #57 we have all the scoring moves for 3,659 matches.

What is the problem with grading the refs only on the coaches’ challenge reviews?
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If we include all scoring moves (plus pins) from 
2021-26 with the decisions the refs make, they 

are 99.39% accurate.

NCAA Men’s D1 

Championships 

2021-26 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

SM w/Pin 3,520 3,514 3,205 3,245 3,103 3,256 19,843

Changed 20 20 15 19 21 26 121

Pct Changed 0.57% 0.57% 0.47% 0.59% 0.68% 0.80% 0.61%

Pct Correct 99.43% 99.43% 99.53% 99.41% 99.32% 99.20% 99.39%

How accurate are the refs during the 3,659 matches from 2021 to 2026?
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MatStats did not have the videos of the 20 rattail 
bouts per year from 2021-26, so we input these 

numbers to obtain scoring moves (plus pins).

NCAA 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

SM w/Pin 3,520 3,514 3,205 3,245 3,103 3,256 19,843

Bouts no default 606 609 608 614 616 606 3659

SM w/pin /bout 5.81 5.77 5.27 5.29 5.04 5.37 5.42

SM w/pin with RT 116 115 105 106 101 107 651

How did MatStats account for the 120 rattail bouts from 2021-26?
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When we include the 120 rattail bouts from 
2021-26, the refs are 99.41% accurate.

NCAA Men’s D1 

Championships 

2021-26 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

SM w/Pin + Rat 
Tails 3,636 3,629 3,310 3,351 3,204 3,363 20,494

Call Changed 20 20 15 19 21 26 121

Pct Changed 0.55% 0.55% 0.45% 0.57% 0.66% 0.77% 0.59%

Pct Correct 99.45% 99.45% 99.55% 99.43% 99.34% 99.23% 99.41%

How accurate are the refs for all 3,779 matches from 2021-26?
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A ref decides when there are no points scored

• If we include all the times a ref rules there are no points 
accurately, the percentage of correct calls would increase 
above the 99.4% we discovered above.

• MatStats does not know how often this happened, but we do 
know a coach can challenge if no points were awarded by the 
ref.  It is safe to say they are accurate >99.5% of the time.

• Yeah, These Guys Are Good!!

Doesn’t a ref make a call at times, by not awarding points?
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Even if the incorrect calls doubled to 242, the 
accuracy of the refs would be 98.82% before the 

points not being awarded were figured in.

NCAA 2021-26 2021-26

SM w/Pin + Rat Tails 20,494 20,494

Changed 204 242

Pct Changed 1.00% 1.18%

Pct Correct 99.00% 98.82%

Increase in Changed Calls +83 +121 or 2X
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What are you >99.5% correct in?

• Just so all the Tribe wrestlers know, at the 2027 NCAA 
tourney in St Louis, when you complain to Gorms 
about what you think is a bad call, this will be Gorms 
response –

• What field are you >99.5% correct in?

• There are no mirrors in the Tribe Suite.

So, the refs are how accurate from 2021-26?
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At most, 3.2% of all matches had a call 
overturned from 2021-26.

Category 2021-26

# Matches Call Changed 121*

# Total Matches 3,779

Percent of Matches with Changed Call 3.2%

* Since 38 matches had multiple reviews, 

this is the max number of matches that could have had a call changed
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Well, There You Go Again!

• To jump to the conclusion that 3.2% of the matches in 2021-26 
the ‘wrong’ guy would have won if not for the coaches' 
challenge is an improper use of statistics.

• We do not know how many of these 121 overturned calls 
influenced the bout's winner.

• So do not use the 3.2% stat in your argument on how necessary 
the coaches’ challenge is.

Does this mean that 3.2% of all matches the ‘wrong guy’ would have won if not for the coaches' challenges?
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Reviews per Session & Weight Class

•What have we learned about reviews per 
Session?

•What have we learned about reviews per 
weight class?
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Since there are so many more bouts on Thursday 
& Friday, there are more coaches’ challenges 

than there are on Saturday.

Session Coaches 

Challenges Men’s NCAA 

D1 Championships 

2021-2026 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

Pct of 

Challenges

1 11 7 17 11 7 19 72 14.7%

2 14 20 9 13 10 18 84 17.1%

3 33 31 21 23 19 25 152 31.0%

4 17 15 18 19 19 19 107 21.8%

5 7 12 7 8 7 6 47 9.6%

6 6 2 3 5 8 5 29 5.9%

Total 88 87 75 79 70 92 491 100.0%

Percentage 17.9% 17.7% 15.3% 16.1% 14.3% 18.7% 100.0%
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As the rounds progress, the coaches’ challenges are 
more frequent per number of matches.  Every other 

bout in the finals has a coaches’ challenge.

Session     

2021-26

# of Coaches 

Challenges

Total # of 

Bouts

Bouts/Coaches 

Challenges

1 72 1020 14.17

2 84 1020 12.14

3 152 960 6.32

4 107 480 4.49

5 47 300 6.38

6 29 60 2.07

Total 491 3840 7.82
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There are several reason why the frequency of 
the challenges increase as the tourney 

progresses.

• The frequency of coaches’ challenges increasing as the rounds 
progress could be from -

• the Margin of Victory (MOV) decreasing 

• coaches saving the challenges

• a combination of both 

• or late in the tourney they decide to use them rather than 
waste them.  
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The sessions with the most coaches’ 
challenges have the most calls changed.

Session Call Changed 

Men’s NCAA D1 

Championships  
2021-2026 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

1 3 1 2 1 1 5 13

2 2 6 1 3 5 6 23

3 9 8 5 4 5 7 38

4 4 1 4 7 5 5 26

5 2 3 1 2 3 2 13

6 0 1 2 2 2 1 8

Total 20 20 15 19 21 26 121
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The sessions have very similar percentage 
of calls upheld.  

Session Pct Upheld NCAA 

Men’s D1 Championships 

2021-2026

Coaches 
Challenges Upheld Pct Upheld

1 72 59 81.9%

2 84 61 72.6%

3 152 114 75.0%

4 107 81 75.7%

5 47 34 72.3%

6 29 21 72.4%

Total 491 370 75.4%

Episode

58-43

Can MatStats show the viewers how often the calls are upheld by Session from 2021-26?



Correlation Coefficients explained 

• The Pearson Correlation Coefficient is a numerical measure of some 
type of linear correlation between two variables.

• It ranges from -1 to +1.

• -1 is a perfect. opposite correlation.  Example temperature an 
amount of clothing worn.

•  0 no correlation.  Example what Orange shirt Gorms wears to a Vols 
FB and the score of the game.

• +1 is a perfect positive correlation. Example number of beers you 
drink and your weight.
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The correlation between weight class and 
percentage of coaches’ challenges = -0.748

Weight Coaches 

Challenges Men’s D1 

Championships         

2021-2026 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total Pct

125 12 6 9 11 9 2 49 10.0%

133 7 12 13 15 8 10 65 13.3%

141 11 10 9 8 7 7 52 10.6%

149 12 7 7 8 8 17 59 12.0%

157 13 6 9 7 6 14 55 11.2%

165 4 12 8 4 6 12 46 9.4%

174 5 3 3 6 10 9 36 7.3%

184 11 10 5 7 5 9 47 9.6%

197 6 16 8 8 8 6 52 10.6%

285 6 5 4 5 3 6 29 5.9%

Total 87 87 75 79 70 92 490 100.0%

Percentage 17.8% 17.8% 15.3% 16.1% 14.3% 18.8% 100.0%
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The correlation by weight class between the percentage 
of coaches' challenges and the Margin of Victory (MOV) 

from 2021 to 2026 = -0.381.

Weight

% Coaches’ Challenges  

2021-26

Margin of Victory        

2021-26

125 10.0% 4.70

133 13.3% 5.03

141 10.6% 5.00

149 12.0% 4.78

157 11.2% 4.59

165 9.4% 5.54

174 7.3% 4.88

184 9.6% 5.76

197 10.6% 5.18

285 5.9% 5.43

Is there any correlation by weight class between the percentage of coaches’ challenges and the MOV?

The correlation between weight class and % coaches’ challenges = -0.748
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The schedule of when the bouts take place 
overrides the score in the bouts.

• The correlation by weight class between % of coaches’ challenges & MOV = -0.381

• The correlation between weight class and % coaches’ challenges = -0.748.

• This is an indication that coaches use their challenges in earlier weight classes 
because the bouts happen before the heavier weights.

• There also seems to be a moderate factor that coaches use their challenges in 
closer matches.

Does there seem to be any strategy in when the coaches use their challenges?
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Most Popular Reviews

•What is the most common move/scoring 
category reviewed?

•How does this relate to our past analysis 
on scoring at the Men’s D1 NCAA 
Championships from 2021-26?
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55.9% of all coaches’ challenges are from TDs.

Coaches Challenge 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total % of Challenges

TD 37 51 48 42 48 45 271 54.3%

Hand Touch TD 5 3 0 0 0 0 8 1.6%

Near Fall 12 11 13 7 9 15 67 13.4%

Locked Hands 11 6 4 9 3 7 40 8.0%

Escapes 8 0 1 2 5 3 19 3.8%

Reversals 7 4 3 4 1 3 22 4.4%

Neutral Danger 4 4 0 5 0 5 18 3.6%

Illegal Holds 3 2 2 1 3 6 17 3.4%

Illegal Kick back 2 4 0 2 0 1 9 1.8%

Imminent scoring 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2%

Grasping headgear/uniform 1 1 2 2 1 2 9 1.8%

Dropdown Stall 0 1 0 4 0 1 6 1.2%

Coaches Videos 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0.2%

Team Allotment 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0.2%

Brick Violations 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 1.2%

Out of bounds 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0.2%

Sequence 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.2%

Kick out Stall 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.2%

False Start 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.2%

Total 91 87 75 79 76 91 499 100.0%
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TD are 54.06% of all points scored              
from 2021-26

2021-26 TD Reverse Escape
Near 
Fall

Stall & 
Penalty Riding Total

% Number 37.10% 4.29% 41.82% 4.92% 4.23% 7.65% 100.00%

2021-26 TD Reverse Escape
Near 
Fall

Stall & 
Penalty Riding Total

% Points 54.06% 5.04% 24.58% 9.34% 2.49% 4.49% 100.00%

Can MatStats provide the viewers with the percentage of scoring they showed in Episodes #54-56?

Episode

58-50



You win on your feet, you lose on your 
feet, and you challenge on your feet.

• It is no surprise that TD are the most common type of challenge 
since they are 37.1% of all the scoring in terms of number and 
54.06% in term of points.

• It is coincidental that the percent of appeals (55.9%) and 
percent of points (54.06%) are so close since there are so many 
more challenge categories than scoring categories.

• Locked hands being so high and escapes being so low on the 
challenge list does defy the percentage of points scored.  
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Smoke ‘em If you got ‘em.

•Will coaches use as many challenges as 
they are allotted?

•Could there be alternative reasons for 
wanting a review?  Give your guy a 

breather?
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You can’t take them with you.

• There is reason to believe that the coaches will challenge as many 
bouts as they can to give their wrestler an advantage.

• You are allowed to use them, no real reason not to use them.

• Could they be used to give their wrestler a breather?

• From Slide #58-43, we saw the percentage upheld is very consistent 
in sessions 2-6.  If coaches are burning them, they are doing it 
throughout the tourney when their last guy is wrestling.
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Should we consider giving the opponent a point 
following confirmation of the original call.  

• The only way to limit superfluous challenges is to penalize 
teams for being wrong on their challenges.

• Perhaps giving the opponent, a point following confirmation 
would slow this down.

• This might upset those who prefer arguing about a call than 
watching wrestling.

How could we eliminate some of the “Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em” mentality?
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Refs confirm fewer (65.9%) of their own reviews 
than independent panels confirm (71.7%)    

coaches' challenges in 2026.

Challenges 

2026 NCAA 

Men’s D1 
Championships

Percentage 
Confirmed Confirmed Changed Total

Officials 65.9% 27 14 41

Independent 71.7% 66 26 92

Total 69.9% 93 40 133
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Note – This could easily be because the refs reverse a call sooner than the coaches’ 

had the chance to challenge the call.  We only have this data for 2026.



Total Time Spent on Reviews

•How much time have we spent on reviews 
from 2022-26?

•How does this compare with adding more 
wrestlers?
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The average time of review is 58.1 seconds

Session ave seconds 
per challenge 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

1 N 58.9 50.5 33.3 55.1 53.8 49.9

2 O 58.8 78.4 54.1 78.7 78.2 68.3

3 D 49.4 69.0 57.8 69.1 64.4 68.8

4 A 36.7 67.4 52.7 59.2 64.2 56.8

5 T 41.3 52.7 34.4 44.4 54.0 44.4

6 A 27.0 181.3 57.0 45.3 47.4 64.4

Total 48.5 68.5 50.1 61.2 63.3 58.1
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In the last 5 years there have been 23,424 
seconds of reviews = 6.51 hours or                  

1hr 18 min/year.  

Session seconds 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

1 N 412 859 366 386 1,023 3,046

2 O 1,176 706 703 787 1,407 4,779

3 D 1,531 1,449 1,330 1,313 1,609 7,232

4 A 551 1,214 1,001 1,125 1,219 5,110

5 T 496 369 275 311 324 1,775

6 A 54 544 285 362 237 1,482

Total 4,220 5,141 3,960 4,284 5,819 23,424

Episode

58-58

How much time has been spent on reviews the last 5 years?



We have spent about 1 hour 57 minutes per 
year on coaches’ challenges.

Category Minutes/Year Hour/year

Review the Tape 78 1:18

Getting in Position 40 0:40

Total 118 1:58

We know that the average time for the review with just watching the tape is 1 hour 18 minutes per year

That is 58.1 seconds per watching the film.  If we add 30 seconds each review for the refs to get in position

The actual down time per review is about 90 seconds.

This is 1 hour 58 minutes of down time due to coaches’ challenges.

If you count the time the match is delayed due to coaches’ reviews, what is the average per year?

Episode

58-59



If we added 40 wrestlers to the tourney it would 
take up about as much time as the reviews did 

from 2022-26.

Category Minutes Category Number Category Minutes

Minutes review 
Avg 2022-26 78

Add wrestlers 
per weight 4

Avg time 
bout 12

Refs Getting to 
monitors, etc. 40

Increased # 
bouts 80

Total time 

adding 40 
wrestlers 120

Total estimated 
time 2022-26 118

# Mats Session   
1 & 2 8

Matches/mat 10

How much time do the reviews take compared to adding more wrestlers?

Episode

58-60



Reviews are more desirable than adding 
wrestlers to the tourney.  

• Adding 40 wrestlers to the tournament would be about the same 
amount of time spent on reviews from 2022-26.

• It is more complicated than just deciding which one we would rather 
have.

• The NCAA has limits on entries.  Costs and logistics are also factors.

• More people talk about reviews than adding wrestlers. 

Do fans find reviews more desirable than adding wrestlers?

Episode

58-61



Gorms’ Summary

•Gorms, can you give us a quick elevator 
summary of the stats and reviews we have 

found in this study?

Episode

58-62



Human Emotion and our Culture Trump Stats

• Gorms has been against reviews since the NFL opened Pandora’s Box 
in 1986.  Ironically the first subject, Al Toon, went to HS in Newport 
News, VA (Menchville HS).

• The reviews are here to stay.  The stats are basically irrelevant.  We 
are a culture that loves to argue the calls.

• The refs are awesome in the NCAA Men’s D1 Championships from 
2021 to 2026.  Their calls stand 99.5+%.

• We spend almost 2 hours at Nationals reviewing call.  Gorms will still 
be at National in 2027.

Episode

58-63

What is Gorms’ review on the reviews?



Episode 58 Kev’s Notes #1

• 1)  Slide 58-7 As of 8/23/26, almost 1/3 of all NCAA teams are women’s teams.

• 2) 58-10 In the upcoming 2026 D1 Football season the 14 Big 10 schools that 
have wrestling will have NIL FB budgets totaling an estimated $334.8M.

• 3) 58-13 MatStats understands the fans interest in reviews, so we decided to do a 
statistical show on it.

• 4) 58-20 Referees reviews started in 2013.  Coaches Challenges in 2019.

• 5) 58-22 The number of coaches reviews is based on the number of wrestlers a 
team has in the tournament.  1-3 1 appeal, 4-6 2 appeals, 7-10 3 appeals.  If a 

coach wins the challenge they get their challenge back.   

Episode

58-64

Can MatStats give the viewers their Kev’s Notes to review what we just learned on this show?



Episode 58 Kev’s Notes #2

• 6)  58-24 Every call except a fall is reversable.

• 7) 58-27 From 2021 to 2026 at the NCAA Men’s D1 Championships, 
over 75% of the ref’s decisions were upheld.

• 8) 58-39 Session III has the highest number of challenges.  The finals 
have the highest percentage of challenges.  There is 1 challenge per 

2 finals.  Or basically a challenge every other finals.

• 9) 58-48 Almost 56% of all coaches' challenges are on TDs.

• 10) 58-33 The biggest statistical takeaway from this show is the refs 
are correct/call stands over 99.5+% of the time.  THESE GUYS ARE 

GOOD!!

Episode

58-65

Can MatStats give the viewers their Kev’s Notes to review what we just learned on this show?



The next episode explores the financial situation 
of college athletics.

• Tune In Next Month

• Same Mat Time

• Same Mat Channel

• The MatStats guys will once again dive into the financial 
situation of college athletic departments.  It is a follow up  

series to the topic we investigated last summer (2025).  This 
is the first year we will have financial data with the new 

Revenue Share implementation.  

Episode

58-66

What is the topic next month (Wednesday 9/16/26 3PM EST)?
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